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Agricultural Policy
Introduction
Agricultural policy refers to laws which govern domestic agriculture and the importation of agricultural products (Lehrer, 2020). The agricultural policies are usually implemented by the government to achieve specific goals concerning domestic agriculture. The agricultural policies are guided by predetermined objectives and goals set up by governments and individuals to achieve societal goals, individual goals, or national economic goals. When setting up agricultural policies, the tertiary, secondary, and primary processes in agricultural production are put into consideration.
The outcome of the policies can involve price stability, supply level, product selection among others. In the USA, the agricultural policy is composed of the periodically renewed U.S farm bills. According to Lehrer (2020), the U.S farm bills seek to provide price support to the farmers to maximize the farmer's income while protecting them from the adverse demand and supply shocks. through the office of Agricultural policy, farmers are advised on the crops to engage in depending on climate and environmental factors.
 The USA agricultural policy popularly known as the farm bills adheres to 5-year legislative renewal process that produces numerous bills with the interest of the farmer and the economy at large. The farm bills protect the farmers from market fluctuations by setting up a minimum price for the farm produce. The most recent farm bill is the agricultural improvement act (2018). Through the act, the bill authorizes crop insurance, farm credit, agricultural research, rural economic development among others.
 The Process of Making Agricultural Policy in the USA

	In the united states, the members of the Senate and those in the House committee which deals with nutrition, agriculture, and forestry hold the key role in drafting the agricultural policy (farm bills) ( Dulin et al., 2019). There are four main stages of the farm bills in the united states from drafting to affecting the policies on the ground. 
Hearing stage.
The process of coming up with new farm bills begins with a hearing. During this process, the hearing takes place in Washington DC and across the country where farmers give out their view on what they want to see included in the new farm bill to the members of the senate.
Agricultural Committees
 Both the senate and House agricultural committees each draft, engage in debate, and eventually pass a bill.  During the agricultural committee stage, each committee work on their draft which may have significant difference with each other.
Full Congress Hearing
The separate committee bills move to the floor of the senate and the house respectively. During the full house hearing, the bills are debated on, amended, and voted for the second time by the house members.
 Conference Committee
After the two Houses have debated and passed the bills, the bills proceed to smaller groups of the House and the Senate known as the Conference Committee. The work of the Conference Committee is to combine the two already debated bills into one package. The members of the committee are chosen from the senate and the house of representatives who are original members of the house and senate agriculture committee. 
Full conference stage
The combined bill moves to the house and the senate floors where they are debated on and passed.
White House Stage
After the bill is passed by the house and the senate, it proceeds to the white house where the president signs it into law or sends it back to the senate.
 Once the bills are passed into law, the next stage is the appropriation phase. During the appropriation phase, money is set aside in the federal budget to cater to the already passed farm bill. Of interest to note is that some farm bills known as entitlements are written in such a way that their funding is guaranteed every year through mandatory funding. Examples of such bills include the Supplemental Nutrition Access Program. 
 The appropriation stage involves several phases. First, the president sends a proposed budget on how different programs in the farm bills should be funded whereby the House and the Senate budget committee draft and negotiate on the proposed budget (Wheaton,2018). Second, the process moves to the senate and house appropriation committees tasked with program funding across all sectors of the USA government. During this stage, the appropriation committee uses the presidential proposed budget as the starting point. The appropriation committees in the House and the Senate consist of Appropriation Agricultural Committee members who determine specific funding in the different agricultural sectors with the guidance of the presidential proposal budget. Once the appropriation committee marks up the bill, it is then brought to the floor of the full Congress for consideration. After harmonizing all the areas of the bill, the bill is then sent to the president and signed into law. The USA Department of Agriculture at the cabinet-level is the agency that oversees the agricultural sector in America.
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